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Design and Validation of a School-Based Model for Developing Formative
Assessment Competencies: Explaining the Roles of Primary School
Teachers, Educational Deputies, and Physical Education Teachers

Abstract

Formative assessment has become one of the most effective assessment approaches in the
teaching—learning process and has gained increasing attention in contemporary educational
systems. By emphasizing continuous feedback, active learner participation, and the ongoing
improvement of instructional practices, formative assessment transforms assessment from a
tool for summative judgment into a mechanism for enhancing learning. Despite the emphasis
placed by Iran's educational reform documents on expanding formative assessment practices,
their effective implementation in schools continues to face challenges, including limited
professional knowledge among teachers, insufficient coordination among educational
stakeholders, and inadequate managerial support. Accordingly, the present study aims to
design and validate a school-based model for developing formative assessment competencies
by explaining the roles of primary school teachers, educational deputies, and physical
education teachers.

This applied study adopts an exploratory sequential mixed-methods design. In the first phase,
the dimensions and components of the proposed model will be identified through document
analysis and semi-structured interviews with experts in curriculum studies, educational
assessment, primary education, educational management, and physical education. In the
second phase, the validity of the proposed model will be examined using confirmatory factor
analysis and structural equation modeling.

The final model is expected to provide a practical framework for enhancing teachers' formative
assessment competencies and improving student learning by explaining the interaction among
managerial, instructional, cultural, and professional factors within the school environment.
Furthermore, it is anticipated that the model will contribute to the more effective
implementation of formative assessment practices in schools and support the continuous
improvement of teaching and learning processes.

Keywords: Formative assessment; Professional competence; School-based approach;
Primary education; Educational deputy; Physical education teacher.
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