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Identifying the Components and Designing an Instructional Model for
Utilizing Literary Ambiguity in Persian Language and Literature Education
to Foster Cognitive Ambiguity Tolerance among Upper Secondary School
Students

Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the components of utilizing literary ambiguity in Persian
language and literature education and to propose a conceptual model for fostering cognitive
ambiguity tolerance among upper secondary school students. Increasing cognitive complexity,
the rapid expansion of information, and the growing need to educate learners with flexible
thinking have made ambiguity tolerance an essential competency in contemporary educational
systems. Persian literary texts, with their multiple layers of meaning, polysemy, interpretive
openness, and capacity for dialogic engagement, provide a valuable context for cultivating this
cognitive ability. However, a review of the existing literature indicates that previous studies
have primarily examined literary ambiguity from literary criticism or linguistic perspectives,
while ambiguity tolerance has mainly been investigated within psychology and educational
sciences. Studies integrating these two domains into an instructional framework for Persian
language and literature education remain limited. Accordingly, the present study adopted a
qualitative documentary and analytical review approach to examine relevant national and
international scholarly sources, identify the principal components of this educational approach,
and organize them into a conceptual model. The proposed model is based on the interaction
among the characteristics of literary texts, instructional strategies, students’ cognitive
processes, and educational outcomes. It is expected to contribute to the enhancement of
cognitive ambiguity tolerance, critical thinking, multidimensional interpretation, cognitive
flexibility, and deeper literary comprehension. The findings of this study may provide a
theoretical foundation for curriculum development, instructional material design, and future
empirical research in Persian language and literature education.

Keywords: Literary Ambiguity; Cognitive Ambiguity Tolerance; Persian Language and
Literature Education; Upper Secondary Education; Critical Thinking; Instructional Model;
Cognitive Flexibility.
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