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Identifying the Components and Designing an Instructional Model of
Interpretive Dialogue in Persian Language and Literature Classrooms to
Foster Literary Reasoning and Cognitive Flexibility among Upper
Secondary School Students

Abstract

Contemporary educational systems increasingly view language and literature education not
merely as a means of transmitting literary knowledge but as a context for developing reasoning,
reflective thinking, and higher-order cognitive competencies. Nevertheless, Persian language
and literature classrooms often remain dominated by teacher-centered interpretations, limiting
students' opportunities to engage in interpretive dialogue, evidence-based literary reasoning,
and the exploration of multiple perspectives. The present study aimed to identify the core
components of interpretive dialogue instruction and to propose an instructional model for
fostering literary reasoning and cognitive flexibility among upper secondary school students.
This study employed a qualitative integrative review approach. Relevant national and
international scholarly sources in Persian language education, literary theory, dialogic
teaching, cognitive psychology, and curriculum studies were systematically analyzed using
directed qualitative content analysis and comparative synthesis.

The findings indicated that an effective model of interpretive dialogue consists of six
interrelated components: selecting interpretation-rich literary texts, designing exploratory
questions, encouraging evidence-based literary reasoning, facilitating dialogic interaction,
promoting reflective reinterpretation, and implementing process-oriented assessment. The
synthesis further suggests that these components can enhance students' cognitive engagement,
strengthen literary reasoning, improve cognitive flexibility, and cultivate a dialogic learning
environment within Persian literature classrooms.

The proposed conceptual model provides a theoretical framework for redesigning instructional
practices in Persian language and literature education and offers a foundation for future
empirical investigations in this field.

Keywords: Interpretive Dialogue; Literary Reasoning; Cognitive Flexibility; Persian
Language and Literature Education; Literary Reading; Dialogic Teaching.
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