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Abstract

In recent decades, social, cultural, and educational transformations have highlighted the
growing need to reconsider leadership models in schools. Among contemporary approaches
to educational management, ethical leadership has attracted significant attention from
researchers and policymakers in the field of education. By emphasizing values such as
fairness, responsibility, integrity, respect for human dignity, and accountability, ethical
leadership can contribute to the realization of educational equity and the provision of equal
learning opportunities for all students. Educational equity, as one of the fundamental goals of
educational systems, emphasizes the fair distribution of resources, facilities, learning
opportunities, and equal access to high-quality education.

This scientific-promotional article, based on library and documentary research, examines the
role of ethical leadership in promoting and developing educational equity in contemporary
schools. In this regard, various dimensions of ethical leadership, including justice orientation,
ethical decision-making, social responsibility, participatory leadership, and attention to the
rights of educational stakeholders, are analyzed, and their relationship with indicators of
educational equity is explored. The findings indicate that school leaders who demonstrate
ethical leadership characteristics play a significant role in enhancing educational equity by
fostering a climate of trust, reducing educational discrimination, supporting vulnerable
students, ensuring the fair distribution of resources, and strengthening a culture of
participation.

Furthermore, the results reveal that the achievement of educational equity depends not only
on macro-level policies and regulations but also on the quality of school leadership and
principals’ commitment to ethical principles. Conversely, factors such as social inequalities,
resource limitations, administrative centralization, and weak organizational culture may
hinder the full realization of educational equity. Overall, ethical leadership can be regarded as
one of the most important managerial strategies for reducing educational inequalities,
improving educational quality, and achieving educational goals in contemporary schools.
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