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Investigating Outsourced Practical Projects in the Work and Technology
Course and Developing an Assessment Model for Evaluating Students’
Performance Authenticity

Abstract

The completion of practical projects by someone other than the student challenges the validity
of performance assessment because the final product may not necessarily represent the
student’s own knowledge, skills, and learning process. This issue is particularly important in



Technology and Vocational Education, where learning activities are substantially project-
oriented, product-oriented, and skill-based. However, the reviewed literature indicates that
Iranian studies have primarily focused on project-based curriculum design and the assessment
of practical activities, while the systematic connection between project outsourcing,
performance authenticity, and mechanisms for detecting it has received comparatively limited
attention. International research on contract cheating and assessment authenticity has also been
conducted predominantly in higher education, and existing evidence suggests that the
authenticity of an assessment task or final product alone does not guarantee the authenticity of
the learner’s performance. Accordingly, this study adopts an analytical review and conceptual
synthesis approach to examine the dimensions of third-party completion of student projects
and identify evidence-based components applicable to assessing students’ authentic
performance in practical projects within Technology and Vocational Education. Based on this
synthesis, a proposed framework for authentic performance assessment is presented. Rather
than relying solely on the final product, the framework emphasizes the convergence of process
evidence, direct observation of performance, documentation of project stages, oral explanation
and defense, learning reflection, and evidence of individual contribution in group projects. The
framework also distinguishes legitimate assistance from the outsourcing of performance and
conceptualizes authentic performance as a multidimensional construct that should be examined
through converging sources of evidence. The proposed framework may provide a practical
basis for redesigning the assessment of practical projects in Technology and Vocational
Education in ways that preserve feasibility in authentic school settings while strengthening the
validity of teachers’ judgments about students’ actual performance.

Keywords: Authentic Performance; Authentic Assessment; Performance Assessment;
Practical Projects; Technology and Vocational Education; Assignment Outsourcing; Contract
Cheating; Process-Based Assessment
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