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Explaining the Contribution of Educational Silence to the Formation of
Misconceptions about Technical Occupations among School-Aged
Adolescents

Abstract

Adolescents’ perceptions of technical occupations may influence the way they construct
images of their future careers and the social value they attribute to skill-based work. However,
such perceptions may develop not only through explicit instruction but also through what is



absent from educational experiences. In this study, educational silence refers to situations in
which schools, educational content, or educational actors intentionally or unintentionally
provide limited opportunities for students to acquire realistic knowledge about technical
occupations, including their nature, entry pathways, required competencies, and economic and
social potential. The present study aims to explain the contribution of educational silence to
the formation of misconceptions about technical occupations among school-aged adolescents.
A qualitative approach, using semi-structured interviews with lower-secondary adolescents,
teachers, and school counselors, followed by qualitative content analysis, can be employed.
The analysis will identify adolescents’ misconceptions about technical occupations, the
contexts in which such misconceptions emerge, manifestations of educational silence, and the
contribution of school, family, and social factors to their reproduction. The findings are
expected to contribute to identifying neglected dimensions of adolescents’ educational
exposure to technical occupations and to developing a framework for reducing the gap between
students’ perceived images and the realities of these occupations. The significance of the study
lies in shifting attention beyond conventional approaches to career choice and occupational
attitudes toward the role of what is not communicated or experienced within educational
processes in shaping adolescents’ occupational perceptions.

Keywords:Educational Silence; Misconceptions; Technical Occupations; School-Aged
Adolescents; Occupational Image; Career Education; School Culture
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