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The Role of the Teacher as a Model in Shaping the Personality of Students in Islamic Schools
Based on Bandura's Social Learning Theory

Pegah Ariamanesh
M.A. in Educational Psychology
ariamanesh.pegah@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research examines the pivotal role of the teacher as a model in the process of shaping
students' personalities in Islamic schools. Relying on a comparative approach, Albert Bandura's
social learning theory and the foundations of Islamic education have been compared in order to
explain the mechanisms, importance, and purpose of modeling within the Islamic educational
environment. This research also aimed to demonstrate that modeling in Islamic schools is not
merely a passive psychological process, but rather a conscious, purposeful, and value-oriented
phenomenon that finds its meaning within the educational relationship between teacher and
student. From this perspective, the degree of a teacher's influence depends on factors such as the
consistency between speech and behavior, moral and professional competencies, popularity,
trustworthiness, and the ability to establish a healthy emotional bond with students. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and based on library sources, and it seeks to present a more
comprehensive picture of the teacher's role as a model by drawing on the theoretical capacities of
contemporary psychology and the educational teachings of Islam. The results of this study can be
beneficial for educational planners, school administrators, teachers, and teacher training
institutions in reviewing the professional and ethical competency standards for teachers in
Islamic schools. The findings of the research show that the teacher, beyond being a transmitter of
knowledge, is a "role model" and "mentor" whose behavior, speech, and character directly
influence various dimensions of students' personalities, including religious identity, moral
development, attitude toward science, and social skills. Social learning theory provides an
effective psychological framework for understanding how modeling occurs, but Islamic
education, with its emphasis on the transcendent purpose of "divine nearness" and "human
perfection," defines the depth and spiritual orientation of this process. In this article, the key
personality components influenced by modeling, the existing challenges in teachers fulfilling this
role, and practical strategies for strengthening it in Islamic schools are discussed and examined.
The conclusion indicates that the connection between the scientific foundations of psychology
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and religious authenticity can assist in designing more effective educational models in Islamic
schools.

Keywords: Teacher, Modeling, Personality, Student, Islamic Schools, Social Learning Theory,
Islamic Education
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