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Making mistakes is a natural part of learning, yet many primary school students interpret an incorrect answgBs@&02-2026.0609
evidence of low ability, personal inadequacy, or likely public criticism. Such interpretations may lead to silgrnees30-2-11382F
avoidance of questions, anxiety during classroom participation, dependence on classmates, and reduced
willingness to attempt challenging tasks. This review examines how teacher empathy can reduce students’ fear
of making mistakes in primary education. A descriptive analytical review approach was used to connect
research on teacher empathy, fear of failure, psychological safety, classroom error climate, constructive
feedback, achievement emotions, and teacher student relationships. The analysis indicates that effective
empathy is more than kindness or overlooking an inaccurate response. It requires understanding the student’s
perspective, recognizing the emotion attached to the mistake, protecting the learner’s dignity, communicating
clear expectations, and guiding the student toward revision. Calm and nonhumiliating responses, sufficient
thinking time, opportunities to try again, normalization of error, and attention to the reasoning process can
strengthen psychological safety and participation. In contrast, ridicule, comparison, labeling, impatient
correction, and public exposure of mistakes can intensify anxiety and avoidance. The review also suggests that
empathy produces stable benefits when it is supported by explicit classroom norms, process oriented
assessment, respectful peer feedback, and consistent family communication. Empathy should not remove
academic responsibility or lower learning expectations. Its educational value lies in combining emotional
support with accurate correction, achievable challenge, and student accountability. Within such a balance,
mistakes become usable information rather than threats to self worth. Teacher empathy can therefore help
students remain engaged after an incorrect response, ask for assistance, revise their thinking, and develop a more
realistic sense of competence. Teacher education and professional development programs should explicitly
address empathic error management, emotionally safe feedback, and practical routines that allow primary school
students to learn from mistakes.

Keywords : teacher empathy, fear of mistakes, primary students, error climate, psychological safety,
constructive feedback
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